
Floor Cleaning
& Maintenance Tips

Sweep - Dust Mop

The first line of defense in maintaining great looking 
floors is frequent sweeping and dust mopping. 
Immediately clean up spills and use only clean dust 
mops with a good dust mop treatment.

Mop and Maintain

To protect floor finish, always follow proper dilution 
instructions carefully. More cleaner is not always 
better. The cleaner you select should be strong enough 
to remove soil without damaging your finish. If the 
cleaner is too strong, your finish will look hazy and 
dull after cleaning. Using clean scrubbing pads or 
brushes as well as clean mops is also important in 
maintaining a beautiful floor.

Spray Buffing for Soiled Floors

Spray buffing removes dirt from the floor and brings out the 
gloss at the same time. Make sure to use a low speed 
machine for this procedure since a high speed burnishers 
are not manufactured to remove soil. You will end up 
damaging the finish, the machine and end up with 
yellowing, hazing and or scratching. We recommend 
using a red and white pad and spray buff solution. First, 
using the red pad fitted to a low speed machine spray the 
solution onto the floor working twice over a section and 
respraying as you go. The red pad should pick up any dirt 
on the floor. After the floor is clean, change to the white 
pad to bring out the gloss of the wax. There is no need 
to add more spray buff solution on this last step. 

Burnishing for Dull but Clean Floors

If your floor is clean but dull, you can bring back a glossy 
shine by burnishing. You must use a high speed burnisher for 
this procedure. You do not want to burnish the floor if it is 
dirty, this will damage the floor. Try spray buffing a dirty 
floor instead. Use a beige or tan burnishing pad and spray 
buff solution. Spray a little bit of spray buff solution on the 
floor and move the machine forwards and backwards on 
a small area of floor. Flip the pad over when you start to 
see moderate dirt build up. For even better results, try 
damp mopping with a restorer first. This will add slip 
resistance and bring up more of the gloss on the floor. 
You will not need to use a spray buffing solution while 
burnishing since the restorer acts as a lubricant 
even when dry.

Top Scrubbing

When your floor is no longer responding to burnishing or 
spray buffing it’s time to try top scrubbing, also known 
as deep scrubbing. The goal is to remove embedded dirt 
and soil without having to strip your floors. Mix a degreasing 
solution that is suitable for heavy soil and apply generously 
with a mop or auto scrubber. Scrub the floor with an 
automatic or rotary machine fitted with black stripping 
pads. Remove the soiled solution and thoroughly rinse 
the floor. The surface of the floor will be clean and free of 
any scratches or heel marks. 

Finishing and Waxing

Recoat floors with a high-quality floor finish. 
Be sure to use a clean mop and tools so you do not 
contaminate the finish. Thin coats are recommended 
because they go down easier and dry better. Too much 
wax will cause hazing since moisture will get trapped 
between coats.

Floor finish dries in three stages and it’s valuable to 
understand these stages. The first stage is where the 
finish levels off in the first 5 minutes. The next stage is 
from 5-10 minutes where a film forms on the surface. 
The finish is no longer wet, and the water is coming up to 
be evaporated. At this stage you cannot walk on the floor 
without damaging the finish. It is very important to stay 
off the floor during this time. It takes at least 30 minutes 
to dry before being able to apply the next coat. Recoating 
the floor too soon will trap water between the coats, 
damaging the floor. Once the next coat is applied, make 
sure to allow sufficient time to dry before applying 
another coat.  For optimal performance, 2 to 3 coats 
are usually recommended. 
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